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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent a light and shade pattern from 
appearing on the surface when linearly polarizing plates or elliptically 
polarizing plates are arranged in a cross Nicols state and a cholesteric 
liquid crystal layer is sandwiched between them. 

SOLUTION: The optical element 10 extracting circularly polarized light 
comprises the liquid crystal layer with cholesteric regularity. On each of 
the two principal surfaces 12A. 12B, opposite to each other, of the liquid 
crystal layer, directions of directors Da, Db of the liquid crystal 
molecules are made respectively coincide practically with each other 
throughout the total range. 
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